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Jamie Whittle  is a partner at R & R Urquhart based in Forres in the North of Scotland where he 

advises clients on all aspects of environmental law and rural land law. He is part time lecturer in 

environmental and renewable energy law at the University of Edinburgh School of Law. He holds an 

MSc with distinction in human ecology. 

Sir Charlie Raymond Burrell, 10th Baronet, studied Higher National Diploma in Agriculture and 

Advanced Farm Management at Cirencester Royal Agricultural College.  

He inherited Knepp Castle Estate in West Sussex from his grandparents in 1983. Despite intensifying 

the Estate’s arable and dairy business for seventeen years, farming on the heavy Sussex clay 

remained unprofitable. His damascene conversion to rewilding began after meeting the visionary 

Dutch ecologist Frans Vera. 

All 3,200 acres of the Knepp Estate are now devoted to a process-led rewilding project involving 

free-roaming herds of cattle, horses, pigs and deer as drivers of habitat creation. Since 2001, when it 

began, numerous Red Data species have colonised Knepp and populations of common species are 

rocketing. Knepp Wildland is now a breeding hotspot for nightingales and turtle doves, (the most 

likely species to go extinct in the UK by 2020) and has the largest breeding colony of purple emperor 

butterflies in the UK. The grazing animals provide 35 tons of organic, pasture-fed meat per annum - a 

lucrative, low-carbon source of income for the Estate – and wildlife tourism, including African-style 

safaris, is another key part of the business. 

Roy Dennis MBE is a field ornithologist and wildlife consultant who has worked in the Highlands and 

Islands of Scotland since 1959, most notably on the conservation of rare birds and the reintroduction 

of lost species, such as the white-tailed eagle and red kite. From 1970 to 1990, he was the RSPB’s 

senior officer in Northern Scotland.  He directed Fair Isle Bird Observatory from 1963 to 1970; was 

Chairman for 16 years until November 2010, on the completion of the prestigious new Bird 

Observatory, and is now the President of the Trust, so his knowledge of seabirds, migration and 

Scottish islands is extensive. He is a specialist in raptor conservation and reintroductions in the UK 

and abroad, having been involved with osprey, red kite, golden eagle and sea eagle reintroduction 

projects, and his satellite tracking studies since 1999 have broken new ground and given great 

interest to the public via his charity’s map-based website https://www.roydennis.org/ .  He has long 

been an advocate for restoring lost mammals to Scotland, particularly beaver and lynx.  In 1992 he 

was awarded a MBE for services to nature conservation in Scotland and in 2004 was voted the RSPB 

Golden Eagle Award winner for the person who had done most for nature conservation in Scotland 

in the last 100 years.  He is also a writer, lecturer and broadcaster.   

Dr Stephanie Wray is the founder of Nature Positive, a specialist management consultancy in the 

RSK Group that helps organisations to understand the business risks associated with their 

dependence or impact on the natural environment. She is also a founder of RSK Wilding, a 

commercial rewilding consultancy.   An expert biodiversity and sustainability consultant, she has 

over 25 years’ experience in the assessment of impacts of major infrastructure projects, and 

corporate biodiversity foot-printing.  She has worked in the UK, Europe, Africa and the Middle East, 

and in diverse sectors including energy, oil and gas, mining, construction, manufacturing and retail.  

Prior to joining RSK, Steph was Global Environment Director for Hyder Consulting, now Arcadis. She 



has also held a number of consulting roles at organisations including National Grid. A past President 

and Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), Steph is 

chair of CIEEM’s Strategic Policy Panel which co-ordinates all of the Institute’s policy activities 

throughout the UK and Ireland and is called on to provide environmental advice to Ministers, select 

committees and government departments. 

 

 


